You are right! You have not heard from Friends of the Buea School for the Deaf (FoBSD)
for quite some time. And, yes, the Buea School for the Deaf (BSD) has had a very difficult
2017. That’s because of a tense political situation in the North West and South West regions of Cameroon. Protests and strikes have been used to demonstrate the second-class
citizenship felt in these English-speaking regions.

There are two English-speaking regions in
Cameroon vying with the eight Frenchspeaking regions for representation and
resources.
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Unfortunately, the protests have sometimes been met with violence and deaths. While
BSD tried to address the needs of its students in every way they could manage, the school
had to close its campus during 2017. In spite of this, teachers used the time to create formal lesson plans for future use and to develop their sign language skills.
The situation is improving. Beginning in November, 2017, students are returning to school.
Teams of faculty and administration recently fanned out to the major areas where their
deaf students live. In addition to the Buea area, parents and students warmly received
them in many locations, among them: Douala, Yaounde, Muyuka, and Limbe.
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A group of teachers travelled
much farther by bus and then
on foot, reaching out to more
distant students.

Older students finally
back on campus.

Needless to say, when deaf students return home, they have little or no contact with each
other. The isolation they experience is profound and in some cases has sadly led to unsafe
circumstances. While only a few years ago, any opportunity for deaf children was a mere
dream, parents now see how their children can move ahead and are eager to have BSD in
full operation once again.
BSD can be justly proud of the gains made by both students and staff. Last year, Odilia
Nwefu Tusah, having reached the level of a high school junior, was chosen by the Kennedy
Lugar Youth Study Program and sent to Minnesota to study. She completed this experience
achieving a GPA of 3.75! This year, a second student has been chosen by the USA YES Exchange Program. Tadjong Collins has been placed in a US public high school for a similar
learning experience. Meanwhile, Fotoh Ferdinand who is a graduate of BSD is living with his
brother in the Boston area and has enrolled in Essex Community College.
Not to be outdone by students, Ms. Bakia Ruth Nchong, Dean of Studies at BSD, won a
scholarship from Chevening, the United Kingdom’s government scholarship program. She is
spending a year in England.
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While BSD was closed, Directors Aloysius and Margaret Bibum turned their attention to a
related goal. They are more determined than ever to see sign language interpreting develop as an expectation and a profession. Several years ago Mr. Bibum and Mr. Paul
N’doka attended the World Association of Sign Language Interpreters in Turkey. In May
of this year, Gallaudet University and staff of Witwatersrand, South Africa, coordinated
several days of sign language training in Abuja, Nigeria. FoBSD sponsored four BSD
staff to attend. Two other individuals from the Buea area also attended.

Conferences offering formal training
are a valued opportunity

Because the conference was in a neighboring country, BSD was well-represented

These participants returned home with newfound confidence. They organized meetings of
interpreters from many different areas and shared the knowledge gained. There was intense
interest! At the meeting held in Buea 70 persons attended. They resolved to advocate for
the idea that deaf persons have a right to interpreters in their schools and in other critical areas such as health care. Those attending were introduced to the idea that deaf persons can
also be interpreters. Their role is to assess the sign language styles of those in the audience
and further clarify the meanings interpreted from a speaker.

Paul Ndoka shares information gained at the interpreter conference in Abuja, Nigeria.

In September, Mr. Paul N’doka, the principal interpreter at BSD, was invited to attend
a meeting of the World Association of Sign Language Interpreters (WASLI) in South
Africa. Those who came to follow-up meetings in Cameroon enthusiastically supported plans to form a Cameroon Association of Sign Language Interpreters (CASLI).

A group committed to establishing CASLI, with official government recognition.

Clearly, there have been silver linings during this unfortunate year that resulted in a temporary closure of BSD. However, there is so much to celebrate as we move ahead! We
ask that you remember FoBSD and BSD as we continue to promote deaf education and
so many more opportunities in the Deaf community!
Please make a donation to FoBSD as part of your year-end giving!
Go to www.fobsd.org and access the Donate page. Or send your check to:
Friends of the Buea School for the Deaf
PO Box 8625
Silver Spring, MD 20907

